LERC participates in the Celebration of the Lebanese Immigrant Day in Rosario, Argentina
Friday April 20", 2012
Reported by Victoria B. Huerta

The Lebanese Emigration Research Center at Notre Dame University-Louaize had
the pleasure of participating in the Celebration of the Lebanese Immigrant Day in
Rosario, Argentina via a live Skype video call. The festivity was organized by the
Centro Argentino de Investigacion de Ila Inmigracion Libanesa (Argentinian Research
Center for the Lebanese Immigration) and the Sociedad Libanesa de Rosario
(Lebanese Society of Rosario) trough Dr. Walter Muller Moujir, LERC's Liaison
Officer in Argentina.
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Lebanese Emigration Research Center
Directora Sra. Guita Hourani
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De mi mayor consideracion
Tengo el agrado de dirigirme a Usted, como

Coordinador Cultural de la Sociedad Libanesa y Director del Centro de Investigacién sobre
la Inmigracién Libanesa (CAIIL), a fin de solicitar que tenga a bien declarar de Interés
Cultural a la celebracién del “Dia Mundial del Inmigrante Libanés™ y que. a través de mi
persona, el LERC también sea organizador del evento, conjuntamente con el CAIIL y la
Sociedad Libanesa.

Hemos institucionalizado la celebracion del Dia del
Inmigrante libanés, realizando actividades culturales especificas para revalorizar el arrojo de
aquellos inmigrantes libaneses, quienes iniciaron una nueva vida en la ciudad de Rosario,
contribuyendo a su desarrollo poblacional, econémico y cultural

Este afio el dia del Inmigrante libanés se celebrard

el viernes 20 de abril. Acompafiando nuestra celebracién inauguraremos la muestra
itinerante del Museo Nacional de la Inmigracién y “El Camino del Inmigrante Libanés” una
sidentes en la
ciudad de Rosario dardn a conocer el “Manifiesto del Inmigrante Libanés 2012” un
documento realizado por ellos donde dan a conocer su compromiso por la paz y la
diplomas a inmigrantes y descendientes.
s Firgat al Arz, Sufar

obra similar, pero especifica sobre la colectividad. Los inmigrantes libanes

integraciéon de los inmigrantes; se entrega

Ademés participaran la cantante Sumaia Daher, los conjuntos folklori
ark. Adjuntamos el prog

L Nos contar
con el apoyo de vuestra valiosa Institucién, a fin de enaltecer ain mas nuestras

Lubanan y Nuyun Al a que se desarrollars

actividades
culturales sobre el dia del Inmigrante libanés

Quedando a su entera disposicién, aguardando una
respuesta favorable, lo saludamos muy atentamente.

Prof. Walter A. Muller

Coordinador Cultural Soc.. Libanesa
Investigador Adjunto LERC- Argentina
Director CAIIL

ITALIA 1075 - TEL. (0341) 421-8804 - 2000 ROSARIO (STA. FE)
www.soclibanesa.com.ar / sociedadlibanesa @gmail.com

Letter sent by Dr. Walter Muller Mouijir to LERC’s Director Ms. Guita Hourani requesting LERC’s participation in
the Celebration of the Lebanese Immigrant Day in Rosario, Argentina.



The Lebanese community in  Argentina has been remembering the Lebanese
Immigrant Day for eight years. Each year the celebration includes cultural,
educational and artistical activities. This time the festivity was accompanied by two
exhibitions, one from the National Immigration Museum and another one called
The Path of the Lebanese Immigrant, in which pictures of the diaspora were shown
with the aim of recalling the struggles the first Lebanese went through.
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Disembarkation of the passengers at the Port of Buenos Aires.

Part of “The path of the Lebanese Immigrant” exposition in Rosario, Argentina. April, 2012.

In addition, the organizing team made an agreement with the National Directorate
of Migrations and the Centro de Estudios Migratorios Latinoamericanos (Center of
Latin-American  Migrations Studies), which brought the Immigrant Data Base to the
public participating in the event, in order for it to be consulted by everyone
interested.



As requested by Ms. Guita Hourani, Director of LERC, Ms. Victoria B. Huerta, LERC's
international intern, was chosen to deliver a live message via Skype to the audience
gathered for the inauguration of the celebration. This is the first time since its
foundation more than eighty years ago that the Lebanese Society of Rosario has
had a live connection with Lebanon.
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From left to right: Mrs. Liliane Haddad and Ms. Victoria Huerta at the
Celebration of the Lebanese Immigrant Day in Rosario, Argentina. April, 2012.

Ms. Huerta gave a message to the Lebanese community and presented an earlier recorded video, where
she herself and Mrs. Liliane Haddad, Chief Indexer and Archivist, recalled the journey that the Lebanese
of Argentina went through at the time. They invited the Lebanese community to collaborate with LERC’s
Lebanese Migration Nucleus Museum by sending documents or pictures about themselves and their
families. They both also congratulated the Lebanese community of Rosario for commemorating this day
and passing on the Lebanese culture and traditions from generation to generation. The video was
recorded in Spanish and Arabic and is available at LERC NDU channel on YouTube.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jUCj3EPz9TQ&feature=player detailpage.




The audience gathered at the inauguration of the Lebanese Immigrant Day
in Rosario, Argentina. April, 2012.

After the audience had been entretained with typical Lebanese dances and the
video Through the streets of Beirut the inauguration ended with the reading of the
Lebanese Immigrant Manifesto 2012. In this, the Lebanese community of Rosario
acknowledged their commitment with peace and the full integration of the
immigrants.



Traditional Lebanese dabke troupe, Firqat Al Azr performing at the Lebanese Immigrant Day in Rosario,
Argentina. April, 2012.

The Celebration of the Lebanese Immigrant Day in Rosario, Argentina reportedly
had more than 300 attendants. Once the Celebration was formally inaugurated, the
Lebanese community enjoyed a night filled with Lebanese flavor. The singer Sumaia
Daher performed as well as the folkloric dancing groups Firgat al Azr, Sufar Lubnan
and Nuyun Al Shark.



