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Dear participants,

The well-known American Architect, Frank Lloyd Wright, once said: “I

believe in God, only I spell it nature”.
These words of Wright make me think of three basic truths:

1. T understand from Wright’s statement how important the relationship
between the architect and nature is. It is likened to the relationship of
the human being with his God. It is a relationship of love, respect,

inspiration, protection, adoration, etc...

2. The mission of the architect, the way I see it, is close to the divine. If
man and woman are procreators, thus they share with God-Creator in
the creation of humankind, the architect shares with God-Creator in
the making of the universe. To him, this planet has been entrusted to

develop and protect.

3. The responsibility we hold towards the environment we live in is so
great. This environment has been handed over to us, and we in turn, in
the 21 century, are going to pass it to the generations succeeding us.
The question that poses itself in here is “how are we disposing of the

environment?”’

These words of Frank Lloyd Wright remind me of a statement retained by
the American horticulturist Luther Burbank saying that “Nature’s laws
affirm instead of prohibit. If you violate her laws you are your own
prosecuting attorney, judge, jury, and hangman”. Indeed, “nature, to be
commanded, must be obeyed”; that’s what the English philosopher Francis

Bacon once believed.



My dear friends,

The environmental sustainability is the topic of our conference this year, and
it focuses on the challenge of awareness in developing societies. The real
challenge could be how to apply the ideas and technologies of leading
societies in this field in the developing societies, taking into consideration

the specificity of the latter.

Therefore, the challenge should not stop at the awareness process rather it
should reach further. It should deal with the application of all results and
proceedings. And here I would refer to the words of Eric Hoffer who wrote:
“They who lack talent expect things to happen without effort. They ascribe
failure to a lack of inspiration or ability, or to misfortune, rather than to
insufficient application. At the core of every true talent there is an awareness
of the difficulties inherent in any achievement and the confidence that by

persistence and patience something worthwhile will be realized”.

My dear researchers, you all have the talents, the inspiration and the ability,
and I am all-confident of your persistence and patience! That’s the reason

why you are here today.

At the end, do not forget that we become what we build! “We shape our
buildings; thereafter, they shape us”. With this statement of Winston
Churchill, allow me to thank you for being here today.
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