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PUBLICATIONS...

Since its first publication in 1994, this series has formed a documentary
register for all the seminars and workshops organized by the University,
dealing with the concerns of the public and their daily, social, political and
economical problems.

One of its advantages is that it gathers researches or surveys of public
opinion. Also, it gathers specialists with managers, administrators and
politicians to discuss the current popular concerns: infrastructure,
education, health, transportation, water and electricity, political freedom,
parliamentary elections and democracy.

This is in addition, of course, to cultural issues and the role of the
university in treating these issues in the service of the upcoming Lebanese
generations. These publications are issued with each seminar or
conference or workshop and have become a vibrant register of thoughts
and visions, which covers an extensive range of studies on the different
aspects of Lebanese life and its problems.

This series was established in order to record all the university activities
taking place in literary, intellectual, cultural and national events. It
developed to include works of philosophy, religion, history, science and
technology. Hence, it is no more confined to belles-lettres, or sciences
alone. Its horizon has gradually widened to encompass the human sciences
— Humanities — in all their aspects and facets. In the beginning, we tried to
divide the publications in this series into detailed categories set distinctly
apart. We succeeded with some and failed with others because there was
more than one kind of literature and art. Some books deal with history,
literature and religion; others, with politics, economics and society. That is
why we deemed it appropriate to group them under one general
category, "Humanities" which includes all topics individually and
collectively. Among the features characterizing this series is the fact that it
is not confined to public interest but rather surpasses it to include
intellectual topics that transcend spacio-temporal limitations and discusses
the facets of knowledge via different aspects of thought, art and aesthetics.

When the university decided to venture into the publication of Lebanese
manuscripts dating from the 17th century up till today, it was aware that
this pioneering endeavor would require much perseverance, research and
patience. But it has overcome all impediments and causes of hesitation
because of its belief and conviction in the goals of this enormous project.
One of the goals is to steer some university researches towards reviving
the intellectual heritage on different levels: philosophy, theology,
literature, politics, and history. The other is to revive the Renaissance
Enlightenment and to return to its historical roots in the |7th century.
The project intends to shed light on the scholarship which spread from
Lebanon to other parts of the Orient through the studies of scientists,
researchers, scholars and clergy who devoted themselves to the quest for
knowledge and truth in the causes of science and faith. Therefore, lest
this heritage be lost, we began the publication in 2001 of chosen
manuscripts on different subjects, which have nothing in common but the
search for the role of the innovative and creative mind on the road that
leads it to God via the trails of logic, science, freedom, literature, ethics
and knowledge. Furthermore, it is through this courageous step that the
niversity is confirming its unique identity day after day, book after book.

Despite the fact that most of the textbooks used in Notre Dame University
(NDU) are of a specialized nature and are published in the United States, the
University has adopted the practice of local writing and publication in the
following cases: First, if the material is directly related to a Lebanese or Arab or
Oriental topic, since in such a case the writing will be closer to the social, cultural
and environmental situation, and more related to the main sources of the subject.
Second: if the general scientific material, which is more or less universal, is
presenting applications that are within the scope of our environment, heritage,
and social and cultural problems.

These textbooks published by NDU are designed to be adapted to applications
and examples based on our society, our land and our country. They also deal with
various topics of science, mathematics, economics, architecture, engineering,
media, and hotel management and tourism with special consideration for their
applications in Lebanon and the Middle East. Moreover they endeavor to bridge
the gap left by some university textbooks in Lebanon.
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The Heart of Lebanon is a book of
unique journeys, a diversity of
poetry, history, and personal
narrative presented by the author
who traveled and described the
characteristics of his native
country. The Heart of Lebanon is a
first-hand account in which Ameen
Rihani wanted the reader to share
with him the joys of experiencing
authentic scenes of Lebanese life.

This record of different incidents is
like a rainbow displaying the
different colors of pleasure and
pain, hope and despair, beauty
and homeliness. Rihani registered
history, geography, psychology,
sociology, fashion, faith, travel and
traditions which, taken together in
an amazingly woven tapestry, led
to further knowledge and better
understanding of the Lebanese
character.

This valuable and genuine
information was made available
for all readers to get an accurate
picture of the Lebanon of the first
half of the twentieth century. No
book has revealed the conduct,
secrets, and charms of the
Lebanese life in its social, cultural,
and literary aspects as thoroughly
and beautifully as The Heart of
Lebanon.

Author: Ameen F. Rihani
Translated by: Dr. Henry Melki
Revised by: Dr. Paul Jahshan
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DIReCT CONTACT:

Tel: 961-9-218950/55 Ext: 2477
Fax: 961-9-224803

e-mail: gmghames@ndu.edu.lb
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Murex Series

Notre Dame University, has launched a new series, the Murex Series,
under the headline Lebanon by Lebanese authors.

It is basically made up of selected works by great Lebanese authors
ranging from literary to political to social and historical writings about
Lebanon. The books are translated and published in an elegant cover that
bears the slogan of the Murex connotatively and denotatively.

The aim of this series is to bring forth the civilizational aspect of Lebanon
in its cultural, historical and social dimensions and to present it to the
Western reader as a rich subject matter that enables him to understand
the Lebanese presence on the international map.

This project was introduced in 2003 and is ongoing with the publication
of an average of one or two books per year.
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