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When the university decided to venture into the publication of
Lebanese manuscripts dating from the |7th century up till today, it was
aware that this pioneering endeavor would require much
perseverance, research and patience. But it has overcome all
impediments and causes of hesitation because of its belief and
conviction in the goals of this enormous project.

One of the goals is to steer some university research towards reviving
the intellectual heritage on different levels: philosophy, theology,
literature, politics, and history.

The other is to revive the Renaissance Enlightenment and to return to
its historical roots in the |7th century. The project intends to shed
light on the scholarship which spread from Lebanon to other parts of
the Orient through the studies of scientists, researchers, scholars and
clergy who devoted themselves to the quest for knowledge and truth
in the causes of science and faith.

Therefore, lest this heritage be lost, we began the publication in 2001
of chosen manuscripts on different subjects, which have nothing in
common but the search for the role of the innovative and creative
mind on the road that leads it to God via the trails of logic, science,
freedom, literature, ethics and knowledge. Furthermore, it is through
this courageous step that the niversity is confirming its unique identity
day after day, book after book.
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Isagoge or o> sebland
The Introduction to Logic ahisdl I Sl o

The manuscript was handwritten during  sa ghicll LI Jsaell s e selun¥l” QLS
1688, by Fr. Boutros al-Toulawy (Pietro  (g)ssll@lay VA aladl lsgaidbaglas o
Oliva Tulense), a Lebanese philosopher Lglaldgdloglesoll aaly so¥sill puylay
from the I7th century. NDU has decided  Calfell clslis &by byl Gyl (el s
to publish this manuscript, which belongs — axilSa g L1 g &5 saMl g &5 ,Sal allac g azdlas y
to the library of the Maronite Order of the e (o yall G ;i (5 & o gitll &Syl il (8
Holy Virgin Mary, in order to preserve it ss¥sill Of daiiaall 29 - pmitie gl O 5201
and to make it accessible to researchers 3 awlall auS bHlag QUSH 1A e (orew
and to scholars. This is the first of many — da..lall, l)_.\_. Olea¥ly Jaall (pr (lam peum cliy
publication projects for other manuscripts o sl ymadl 4 gy ST Y
held at the monasteries of the Order in  Iia clbe| dgl=ay @4553'! Lags ,Say dnlseyy
Lebanon and Italy. The author seeks to de- ol ldebactl Counl sy L_d)_w. T.x_,_! S
fine the term “Isagoge” as being the scien- 8 Gawlall e ol ,uSigdd T}@ JSiay" (o9¥ il
tific introduction of a study or research in a3 Lrgie duul! ol i Sl REPIREJWA |
one of the fields of knowledge. He views o iaallligy sag..dS wlaiadilS ay

T «
TG logic as a means to “prevent the mind” sl pme ebl e DL fyradiell

2 —f—
from moving away from the right path and

falling into error. The preface of the book
is by Dr. Ameen A. Rihani.

Author: Father Boutros al-Toulawy SV ot yuylay (6555l scabgel

ISBN: 9953-418-06-3

Edition: 2001 Yool tdad
Language: Arabic (pref. in Arabic and English). (L 4S5¥1 g &y yally dalida a) i pall 2l
Number of pages: 343 YEY lzamll sue
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The Mufakkira of Bishop Abdallah Khoury
His diary during Negotiations
for greater Lebanon-Paris 1920

After World War |, upon the peace negoti-
ations in France over the future of
Lebanon, Bishop Abdallah Khoury was del-
egated by the Maronite Patriarch, Elias
Howayek, to head the third Lebanese del-
egation to Paris. Bishop Khoury was also
delegated for this national mission by the
Administrative Board of Mount Lebanon.
The mission was to conclude the negotia-
tions over Lebanon’s rights and independ-
ence. Bishop Khoury spent eight months
outside Lebanon on this mission (February-
September 1920). He wrote hundreds of
letters, presented many reports, and held a
number of meetings. The major events of
this period were recorded in his original
handwritten diary, entitled “Mufakkira”.
His Diary includes two appendices of doc-
uments and names. The review and pref-
ace of the book are by Mr. Sami Salameh.

Author: Bishop Abdallah Khoury

ISBN: 9953-418-29-2

Edition: 2001
Language: Arabic (pref. in Arabic, English and
documents in French)

Number of pages: 358
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The Book of Divinity

"The Book of Divinity, a Karshouni (Syriac
alphabet read in Arabic) manuscript, writ-
1708 by the scholar Youssef
Chamoun Assemani, is one of the promi-
nent intellectual chef d’oeuvres of theology
and philosophy that marked the beginning
of the 18th century in Lebanon. It deals
with the quintessence of divinity, and the
knowledge of the existence of God and his
attributes and qualities. This manuscript is
being published for the first time.

The First Volume tackles the issue of
proof and discusses its logical antithesis. It
also details thoroughly the divine attrib-
utes, the monotheism of God, the truth of

ten in

his spacio-temporal action, the attributes
of the divine power and the essence of rea-
son and life.

The Second Volume deals with the issue
of the divine will, its relation with the exis-
tence of things, the nature of good and evil,
the truth about change and conformity, the
essence of the divine choice, the intrinsic
qualities of justice, mercy and divine grace,
the significance of vice and virtue and the
possibility of observing God and his knowl-
edge.

The Third Volume deals with the cogni-
tive explanation of the meaning of the Trin-
ity and the issue of its rational and concep-
tual proof. The author discusses the issue
of the identity and the essence, nature, the
Trinity, the meaning of the Father in the di-
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vine truth, the sacrament of the Word, the
divinity of the Son and the immergence of
the Spirit and its divinity. This volume also
deals with the subject of creation in form
and time and distinguishes between crea-
tures and things.

The manuscript is introduced by Dr.
Ameen Albert Rihani, who has presented
at length the published and unpublished
works of Assemani and then embarked on
an intellectual tour of the understanding of
The Divinity, emphasizing the influence of
logic and philosophy on the approach used-
by the author. The intrtoduction then high-
lights the issue of latinization and the
stature of Assemani in the eastern heritage.
The introduction is written in both English
and Arabic.

Author: Youssef Chamoun Assemani

ISBN: 9953-418-41-1|
Edition: 2003

Language: Arabic (intro. in Arabic and English)
Number of pages: 1340
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Epigraphie Syriaque
au Liban

This work aims to present an inventory
of Syriac epigraphs covering all Lebanon,
revealing a local Syriac artistic tradition
and showing its continuity due to the
political emancipation of the Maronite
Syriac Church. From the early Middle
Ages to the early twentieth century,
excepting only the disastrous Mameluke
period, churches and monastic schools
encouraged a flowering of literature
and of inscriptions.

This book provides the material needed
for further research in linguistics,
epigraphy, history and art. It fills large
gaps in the literature concerned, being a
compilation of inscriptions in Syriac and
Karshuni individually photographed,
translated and described.

The reader will be able to observe
resemblances, constant features and
artistic canons revealing and defining
the characteristics of the Lebanese
Syriac tradition. Another volume, to
appear shortly, points to the philosophy

underlying this art, taking into account
decoration and architectural context.

Author: Amine- Jules Iskandar

ISBN: 9-78-457-9953-978

Edition: 2008

Language: French & Syriac
Number of pages: 477
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