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Dear Participants,

In his Encyclical Letter, Centesimus Annus, Pope John Paul
II, wrote: “Totalitarianism arises out of a denial of truth in
the objective sense” (§44.2). As a matter of fact, a
totalitarian regime rejects “the affirmation of an objective
criterion of good and evil beyond the will of those in
power” (§45.1). Indeed, totalitarianism disavows the
individual’s transcendent dignity and the rights inherent in

that dignity.

Therefore, for a democracy to fulfill its purpose and to be
authentic, the Pope declared that it must rest on a “correct
conception of the human person”. He also added that
authentic democracy leads to “advancement both of the

individual through education and formation, and of society



through the creation of structures of participation and

shared responsibility” (§46.2).

With respect to the fundamental rights of the person, the
pastoral Constitution Gaudium et Spes of the Second
Vatican Council stipulates that “every type of
discrimination, whether social or cultural, whether based on
sex, race, color, social condition, language or religion, is to

be overcome and eradicated as contrary to God’s intent”.

Moreover, the Constitution asks the human institutions,
both private and public, to minister to the dignity and
purpose of man. It also encourages them to put up “a
stubborn fight against any kind of slavery, whether social
or political, and safeguard the basic rights of man under

every political system™ (§29).

Having said that, I would like to affirm the following four

points:

1. Unfortunately, the fundamental personal rights in our
days are still not universally honored. Democracy,

throughout the world, is stumbling because of lack of



university research and educational guidelines to
foster democratic practices at all societal cells: at
home, at school, at the university, and at all areas of

political work.

. At the beginnings of this academic year 2005-2006,
Notre Dame University has proposed a working plan
for permanent research and discussions with local and
international participation to explore educational ways
aiming at democracy. Such work seeks the separation
between the need for decentralization of governance
on one side and the domination of the so-called

totalitarianism on the other side.

. Our conference today is considered to be a first item
on the working agenda of the Lebanese Center for
Societal Research, studying the educational approach
towards decentralization and its relation with the

democratic governance in Lebanon.

. The Lebanese plurality is so important in developing
tools to instill democracy in the world of politics. It

can help to support societies undergoing the



containment of globalization and cultural and religious

radicalisms.
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